2007-08 CHARTER ISSUE SUMMARY
Transitory Provisions

Article 9
Section 350.20.30 Metropolitan Services Department Transitory Provisions.

Issue subject: Should the charter be amended to remove all sections of Article 9, with the
exception of the last two sentences of Section 990 that reference ordinances, resolutions, and
other official actions that are in effect? Should the charter be amended to remove Section
350.20.30?

Issue raised by: The King County Department of Transportation proposed eliminating Section
350.20.30 and Section 920.20.10, because they do not reflect the current organization (email to
CRC on July 30, 2007). Members of the Regional Governance Subcommittee identified much of
Avrticle 9 as no longer applicable.

Description of issue: Transitory provisions in Article 9 of the charter are vestiges of the time
when King County transitioned from a non-charter form of government. Transitory language in
charter section 350.20.30 reflects the County's transition from pre-Metro days. While most of
Acticle 9 can be stricken, the last two sentences in section 990 should be retained, because they
affirm official actions taken before the charter's effective date. Similarly section 350.20.30 may
be stricken because transitional direction regarding the metro consolidation is no longer
necessary.

Summary of recommendation: Given that transitory provisions of the charter are no long
relevant, it is recommended that the charter be amended to strike Article 9, with the exception of
the last two sentences of Section 990, which would be retained and amended to reference the
relevant charter effective date, and it is further recommended that Section 350.20.30 be stricken
in its entirety.

Suggested charter revision:



















continued-by-erdinanece-All ordinances, resolutions a
of county commissioners which are in effect on the May 1, 1969 effective date of this
charter and which are not inconsistent with this charter shall continue in effect until they
are amended, repealed or superseded in accordance with the provisions of this charter.
All rights, claims, actions, orders, obligations, proceedings and contracts existing on the
effective date of this charter shall not be affected by the adoption of this charter.

Recommendation: Amend the charter by striking the sections indicated above.



Instructions for submitting charter recommendation to Council: Recommend to Council that
it submit to King County voters in the November 2008 general election an initiative to amend the
charter by striking Article 9 and Section 350.20.30, as indicated above.



